Charles River Laboratories Expands Long-Standing Collaboration with The Michael J. Fox
Foundation for Parkinson’s Research
December 8, 2015
WILMINGTON, Mass.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Dec. 8, 2015-- Charles River Laboratories International, Inc. (NYSE: CRL) today announced a significant
expansion of its work with small molecule LRRK2 inhibitors, funded by The Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research (MJFF), a leading
organization working to support the diagnosis and treatment of Parkinson’s disease (PD).
“Since 2011, we have worked together with The Michael J. Fox Foundation and its partners to accelerate the discovery of therapies and potential cures
for Parkinson’s disease,” said Emily Hickey, DVM, PhD, Corporate Senior Vice President, Global Discovery Services, Charles River. “We are delighted
to have the opportunity to continue to contribute to this cutting-edge research.”
The work will build on previous research that advanced efforts to identify novel small molecule LRRK2 inhibitors. The inhibition of the kinase LRRK2,
which in humans has been genetically linked to development of PD, is one of the most promising novel therapeutic strategies. The goal is to determine
optimal dosing strategies to achieve efficacy with LRRK2 inhibitors while avoiding the lung alterations that have been reported in previous research.
“Continued research into LRRK2 is extremely important to developing a successful therapy to slow or stop the progression of Parkinson’s disease,”
said Marco Baptista, PhD, MJFF senior associate director of research programs. “We’re grateful to Charles River for their important work in
researching the optimal use strategies of LRRK2.”
The pre-competitive Parkinson’s Disease Research Tools Consortium has also provided Charles River funding because of its in vitro biology expertise.
The consortium will focus on developing a screening assay in human primary cells to observe and modulate protein aggregation and associated
neurotoxicity.
In addition to these new projects, Charles River will continue to work with a MJFF-sponsored consortium—which includes Charles River, theUniversity
of Pennsylvania, Washington University, and the University of Pittsburgh—on the development of an α-synuclein imaging agent.
About The Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research
As the world’s largest private funder of Parkinson’s research, The Michael J. Fox Foundation is dedicated to accelerating a cure for Parkinson’s
disease and improved therapies for those living with the condition today. The Foundation pursues its goals through an aggressively funded, highly
targeted research program coupled with active global engagement of scientists, Parkinson’s patients, business leaders, clinical trial participants,
donors and volunteers. In addition to funding more than $500 million in research to date, the Foundation has fundamentally altered the trajectory of
progress toward a cure. Operating at the hub of worldwide Parkinson’s research, the Foundation forges groundbreaking collaborations with industry
leaders, academic scientists and government research funders; increases the flow of participants into Parkinson’s disease clinical trials with its online
tool, Fox Trial Finder; promotes Parkinson’s awareness through high-profile advocacy, events and outreach; and coordinates the grassroots
involvement of thousands of Team Fox members around the world.
About Charles River
Charles River provides essential products and services to help pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, government agencies and leading
academic institutions around the globe accelerate their research and drug development efforts. Our dedicated employees are focused on providing
clients with exactly what they need to improve and expedite the discovery, early-stage development and safe manufacture of new therapies for the
patients who need them. To learn more about our unique portfolio and breadth of services, visit www.criver.com.
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